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MEDICAL PROGRESS. 


Report of the Medical Department of the 
University of Pennsylvania. for the Session 
of 1850-51, to the Alumni of the School. By 
the Medical Faculty. 

[We have great pleasure in calling atten- 
tion to the Annual Report of the Medical 
Department of the University of Penneyl- 
vania. It is a candid, dignified, and manly 
document, and will gladden the heart of; 
every well wisher of his profession by the 
assurance it affords, that the efforts made by 
the Faculty to extend the curriculum and 
elevate the character, and increase the use- 
fulness of the profession will be persevered 
in, and that thus far the experiment has been 
successful and been sustained by the profes- 
sion.) 

The Medical Faculty of the University 
of Pennsylvania, in presenting their Annual! 
Report, have pleasure in assuring the Alum- 
ni and friends of the School of its continued 
prosperity. The number of matriculants* 


* Those only are considered as matriculants 
whose names have been entered either by them- 





selves or at their particular request, and who have 


during the last year was four hundred and 
sixty-eight, that of graduates one hundred 
and sixty-seven. The former number has 
been exceeded but three times, the latter 
but four times in the history of the Institu- 
tion. Both lists might have been swelled 
considerably, had the Faculty been disposed 
to base the credit of the School on numbers 
alone. By adding to the matriculants all 
who had been mere casual attendants upon 
the lectures, and by relaxing the long esta- 
blished rules of graduation, they might, with 
little difficulty, have augmented their cata- 
logue beyond all precedent in the School. 
But it is their wish that the medical public 
should have the means of judging accurately 
of the state of the Institution; and the lists 
are so made out, that their faithfulness may 
be tested by any one who may be disposed 
to analyze them minutely. In relation to 
graduation, their sense of duty to the School, 
to the medical profession, and to the public 
at large, binds them to a strict observance 
of the rules. No supposed private interest 
taken out either a general ticket of attendance on 


the lectures, or one or more of the special tickets 
of the members of the Faculty. 
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could excuse them in overstepping these 
boundaries. 

The Faculty consider themselves not as 
engaged ina private enterprise for their own 
special benefit, but as depositaries of a great 
public and professional interest. They owe 
it to the Alumni of the University, distri- 
buted in thousands through the Union, that 
the credit of the degree should not suffer by 
any act or neglect of theirs. They owe it 
to the country, that the confidence with 
which they have hitherto been honoured 
should not be abused for selfish purposes. 
They owe it to the University itself, as an 
Institution long established, highly honoured 
in times past, and looking toa future of con- 
tinued respect and usefulness, that no tem- 
porary views of expediency should be allow- 
ed to turn it from its straight-forward and 
dignified course. With these convictions of 
duty, the Faculty feel themselves bound to 
maintain the integrity of their testimonials 
to the public, and to present in perfect open- 
ness a statement of their operations, both as 
a pledge of their sincerity, and as a means 
by which all concerned may judge how far 
the School merits continued support. 

In common with their medical brethren 
generally, the Faculty feel the importance 
of increasing the usefulness, honour, and 
real dignity of the profession. They have, 
from an early period, heartily participated 
in the movement which has had this great 
end in view. At the foundation of all efforts 
of amelioration is the improvement of medi- 
cal tuition. The stream can never be puri- 
fied until the sources which supply it are 
pure. As most of the new members of the 
profession join it through the portals of the 
Schools, it becomes these not only to be 
careful that none should pass with deficien- 
cies calculated to disgrace their calling, but 
also to strive that the grade of qualification 
should be as high as circumstances will at 
all permit. Very naturally, therefore, the 
profession looked to the Schools for aid in 
its work of self-advancement, and only ex- 
ercised a right when it called upon them for 
co-operation. It is well known that the 
University of Pennsylvania was prompt in 
responding to that call. The Faculty be- 
lieved that the position of the School, exist- 
ing and historical, made it especially their 
duty to take the first step in advance. They 
were well aware that doubts were enter- 
tained of the policy of the measure in rela- 
tion to the peculiar interests of the School; 
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but they conceived that they were fulfilling 
an imperative obligation, that unless they 
moved, others could scarcely be expected to 
do so, and medical education must be hope- 
lessly surrendered to the relative mediocrity 
in which it stood in this country, compared 
with other paris of the civilized world. 
They had confidence, too, in the earnest in- 
tentions of the profession at large, and be- 
lieved that they might rely on ita support. 
The first great measure required was to 
extend the lecture term. This was accord- 
ingly done, at first to five months and a half, 
and afterwards to six months; the full period 
recommended by the American Medical 
Association. In the last two sessions, the 
lectures have begun regularly on the first 
Monday in October, and ended with the 
close of March; as formerly, when of four 
months’ duration, they began on the first 
Monday in November, and closed with Feb- 
ruary. The movement has been made in 
perfect good faith by the Faculty; and the 
whole lengthened term has been occupied 
by a regular series of instruction founded on 
this extended basis. They have no dispo- 
sition to enter into controversy in relation 
to the real advantages of this system. 
These advantages seem to them so obvious, 
that they willingly leave the question to the 
unbiassed judgment of the medical commu- 
nity. Certainly, if a measure can be judged 
by its fruits, this must, eo far as experience 
has yet determined, be considered as highly 
efficacious. Never have the young men ex- 
hibited so zealous a devotion to their studies, 
so regular an attendance upon the Lectures, 
so serious and orderly a deportment in the 
classes, as during the last session. They 
appeared to participate in the earnest desire 
for improvement which has been spread 
abroad in the profession, and to have come 
to the business of their studies imbued with 
that serious sense of their importance which 
gives elevation and steadiness to the charac- 
ter andconduct. On this score, the Faculty 
have every reason to congratulate them- 
selves on their perseverance in the new 
system. 

Nor‘have they occasion to regret it on the 
score of mere policy. It is not always easy 
to determine how far certain obvious results 
are really ascribable to the apparent causes ; 
but the Faculty can see no other reason than 
the prolongation of the courses, for the very 
considerable average increase of the classes 
over those of preceding years. The term 
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was first extended in the Session of 1847- 
48, when the lectures began about the mid- 
dle of October and terminated at the end of 
March, and was still further extended in 
the Session of 1849—50, when they opened 
on the first Monday of October. Now, 
during that period of four years, the average 
annual number of matriculants has been 
four hundred and seventy-eight. During 
the four preceding years it was four hundred 
and thirty-seven; during the ten preceding 
four hundred and eleven; during the twenty 
preceding four hundred and four; and, from 
1810—11 up to the year of the change, it 
was four hundred and two. This statement 
conclusively shows that at least there has 
‘ been no falling off in numbers; and the ex- 
periment, while satisfactory in- all other 
points, must be admitted not to have failed 
in this. 

With these facts before them, showing 
that the plan has worked well both for the 
pupils and the School, it would be unpar- 
donable in the Faculty to recede from the 
advanced position they have taken; and 
they may be permitted to hope that in the 
end the other Schools will come into the 
measure, and that, this great gain being se- 
cured, the way may be open for still further 
progress. 

The Faculty will be excused for this some- 
what prolonged reference to their own con- 
cerns, when it is considered that these con- § 
cerns, so far as they have hitherto occupied } 
our attention, are also those of the profession } 
generally. They have no intention to set 
forth any peculiar advantages which the 
School may be supposed to possess. These, 
as well as the qualifications of the teachers, 
will be judged of by the impression they 
may make on others, rather than by the 
representations of the interested party. In 
conclusion, therefore, they have only to 
say, that, whatever may be thought of the 
opportunities they have to offer, of this their } 
friends may be assured, that their most zeal- } 
ous efforts will be directed to the improve- 
ment of the young men who may come under 
their tuition, and. through them, to the ele- 
vation of the profession of which they are to 
form a part. 
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Meeting of the Medical Association of 
Western Pennsylvania and Eastern Ohio. 
—Pursuant to previous notice, the above 
named organization held its second meeting 
inthe Masonic Hall, at Sharon, Mercer Co., 
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Pa. The association having been called to 
order by the President, Dr. John Baskin, 
of Mercer, the minutes of the preliminary 
Convention held in Mercer, Pa., in May last, 
were read and approved. 

The committee to whom had been entrust- 
eq the preparation of a Constitution and By- 
Laws for the Association, reported. 

The report was received, and, its several 
sections having, on motion, been separately 
considered and voted upon, it was finally 
adopted and ordered to be transcribed into 
a book proper for the purpose, and the names 
of the members of the Association to be sub- 
scribed thereto. The preamble and the Ist 
and part of the 2d article of the constitution 
as adopted, specifying the objects, the title 
and the qualifications requisite for member- 
ship in the association, are as follows, viz. : 
‘* Whereas, We believe that the interests 
and prosperity of the medical profession— 
the progress and elevation of medical know- 
ledge and science, and the welfare and health 
interests of the whole community require a 
livelier spirit, a better acquaintance, more ex- 
tended professional intercourse, and greater 
and more concerted action on the part of 
physicians, we do, therefore, now organize 
ourselves into a society that shall have for 
its great object the accomplishment of such 


3 ends, and adopt for our government the fol- 


lowing constitution and by-laws, viz. : 

Arr. Ist. Sec. ist. This association shall 
be known and designated by the name and 
title of ‘‘ The Medical Association of West- 
ern Pennsylvania and Eastern Ohio.”’ 

Seo. 2d. Any regular physician who has 
pursued a course of medical studies under 
the tutorship of a physician in good standing 
and has attended one or more courses of 
lectures in a Medical School in good repute, 
and who, moreover, at the time of his appli- 
cation for membership, shall be actively en- 
gaged in the practice of his profession, shall 
be eligible to membership ( provided, that 
if he has not received a medical diploma from 
the school he may have attended, he shall. 
preparatury to being admitted, prepare a 
thesis on some medical subject, and pass 
favourably and creditably, an examination on 
the same before the censors or a committee 
appointed by the president for that purpose) ; 
and all physicians who have received the 
honorary degree of M. D. from a medical 
school in good standing, or who may have 
been in active practice for the last fifteen 
years, and who recognize ard are governed 
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by the principles and standard authorities of ‘ 


the regular profession, and conform to ite: 
code of ethics, as put forth by the American } 


Medical Association, shall be eligible, and ; 
none others. 

Sxc. 3d. No irregular practitioner, under 
whatever name he may be classed, and no 
regular physician who uses or recommends 
any quack medicine or patent remedy, or 
who condescends to resort to finesse or trick- 
ery to gain practice, or who pretends to the 
possession and use of any extraordinary and 
secret remedies, or who will consult with, 
or in any manner countenance or encourage 
any irregular practitioner, shall be eligible 
to membership ; and any member who shall 
be guilty of such practices, shall be repri- 
manded or expelled from the association. 

On motion, the Association then entered 
into an election for officers for the ensuing 
year, which resulted in the choice of Dr. 
John Baskin, of Mercer, for President ; Dr. 
John Mitcheltree, of Mercer county, and Dr. 
D. Leasure, of Lawrence county, Vice-Pre- 
sidents; Dr. G. W. Baskin, of Mercer, Re- : 
cording Secretary ; Dr. Wm. Wood, of Law: ; 
rence county, Co.responding Secretary ; 
Drs. J. E. Sewart, R. M. Beebee, of Trum- 
bull county, Ohio, John T. Ray, of Mercer 
Co., Pa., Walter M. Prentiss, of Mahoning ; 
Co., Ohio, Wm. R. Cowden, Butler Co., 
Pa., and W. G. Henderson, of Mercer Co., 
Pa., Censors. ) 

Upon taking his seat, the president deliv- 
ered an eloquent inaugural address, in which 
he dwelt upon the duties of, and advantages 
accruing to members of the association. 

Dr. Leasure, of Lawrence county, previous- 
ly appointed for that purpose, delivered an 
address to the association, for which the 
thanks of the association were tendered, and 
the address ordered to be published. 

Dr. Hart, of Clarksville, Pa., from the 
committee on epidemic diseases of the dis- 
trict, submitted an interesting report. 

Dr. Henderson, of Middlesex, Pa., from 
the committee on obstetrics, submitted a 
lengthy and interesting report, the reading 
of which induced 

Dr. G. W. Baskin to detail two cases of 
preternatural labour. 

Dr. J. S. Stewart, of Brookfield, gave the 
history of a case in which a blighted fcetus 
was expelled at full term, together with a 
full grown child. Dr. Hart a similar case. 

Dr. Irwin, of Sharon, communicated his 
favourable experience on the use of ext. bel- 








PRARARARAR RROD 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


ladonna in rigid os uteri, and it was con- 
firmed by 

Dr. Hart, who also advocated the use of 
chloroform under similar circumstances, 

Dr. G. W. Baskin submitted a case of 
puerperal mania, in which he had success- 
fully used the inhalation of ether to subdue 
the violence, and overcome the restlessness 
of the patient. 

Dr. W. R. Cowden, of Portersville, But- 
ler Co., Pa., offered some interesting re- 
marks on the use of nit. argent. in the cure 
of paronychia. 

Dr. Leasure suggested the use of conge- 
lation in the treatment of hemorrhoids, 
stating that in his hands it had been perfectly 
successful, 

The following committees were then ap- 
pointed by the chair, to report at the next 
meeting of the association, viz. : 

Drs. Cowden and Leasure, on the Use of 
Cod-liver Oil. 

Drs. Hart and Rankin, on Anesthetics. 

Drs. Harnet and Dawson, on Hemor- 
rhoids. 

Dre. Ray and Henderson, on Dysentery. 

Drs. Stewart and Beebee, on Eruptive 
Diseases. 

Drs. Prentiss and Fowler, on Typhoid 
Fever. 

By a provision in the constitution adopted, 
it also becomes the duty of every member of 
the aseociation to send in or read to the as- 
sociation, at every meeting, the details of 
two cases occurring in his own practice. 

Drs. G. W. Baskin and Leasure were ap- 
pointed a Committee of Publication. 

On motion, the association then adjourned 
to meet at Youngstown, Mahoning County, 
Ohio, on the third Tuesday (the 21st day) 
of October next, at 9 o’clock A. M., punc- 
tually, 

G. W. BASKIN, Ree. Sec’y. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
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American Medical Association. Prize 
Essays.—At the meeting of the American 
Medical Association held in Charleston, S. 
C., in May last, the undersigned were ap- 
pointed a Committee to receive and examine 
such voluntary communications on subjects 
connected with medical science, as indivi- 
duals might see fit to make, and to award a 
prize to any number of them not exceeding 
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five, if they should be regarded as entitled 
to such a distinction, 

To carry into effect the intentions of the 
Association, notice is hereby given, that all 
such communications muat be sent post- 
paid, onor before the first day of April, 1852, 
to Geo. Hayward, M.D., Boston, Mass. 
Each communication must be accompanied 
by a sealed packet, containing the name of 
the author—which will not be opened unless 
the accompanying communication be deem- 
ed worthy of a prize. The authors of the 
unsuccessful papers may receive them on 
application to the Committee, at any time 
after the first of June, 1852; and the suc- 
cessful ones, it is understood, will be printed 
in the Transactions of the Association. 

GEO. HAYWARD, Boston. 

J.B. S. JACKSON, “ 

D. H. STORER, as 

JACOB BIGELOW, “ 

USHER PARSONS, Prov., R. J. 
Boston, Aug. 20, 1851. 

New Hampshire Medical Society.—The 
following resolution, presented by Dr. J. S. 
Fema p, has been unanimously adopted by 
this society :— 

“« Resolved, That it is inconsistent with the 
spirit of our code of ethics for Fellows of 
this Society to give certificates of approba- 
tion of medical compounds, whether the for- 
mula is known or not, and that such prac- 
tice is detrimental to the interests of the 
faculty, and tends to foster empiricism.” 

This resolution breathes the right spirit, 
and we trust the sentiments will be con- 
firmed and enforced by every Medical So- 
ciety in the United States. 

Washington University of Baltimore.— 
Dr. Vaventine Morr, Jr., has been appoint- 
ed Professor of Surgery in this school. 


Medical Practitioners in Boston.—T here 
are two hundred and thirteen medical men 
in the city belonging to the State Medical 
Society, fifty-one are enumerated with it, 
acknowledging obligations to no medical 
association, twenty are denominated botanic 
physicians, who look upon all the others as 
dangerous dealers in physic; while six fe- 
male physicians, quite independent of any 
of the rest, complete a catalogue of three 
hundred and fifty persons, who sustain them- 
selves in a population of 130,000, by pre- 
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scribing and giving medicines.—Doston 
Med. and Surg. Journ., July 30th. 
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Enormous Corpulence.—Dr. Aran lately 
publistled in L’ Union Médicale the case of 
a woman aged twenty-five, under the care of 
M. Rostan, at the Hotel Dieu, in Paris, who 
died one month. after admission, evidently 
from a surprising accumulation of fat. Bron- 
chitis and dyspnea were the prominent 
symptoms. She could not have weighed 
less than four hundred pounds, every por- 
tion of her body being disfigured by deposi- 
tion of adipose matter. On a post-mortem 
examination, fat-was found both in the chest 
and abdomen ; even in the mediastina and, 
between the pleura and the walls of the chest. 
The viscera of the abdomen were literally 
lost in the fat, but no organ had undergone 
fatty degeneration. The patient could not 
account for the polysarcia with which she 
was affected, and had lived very moderately. 

Considerable Hypertrophy of the Mamma. 
The following case lately came before the 
Academy of Medicine of Paris:—S. B.,of a 
good constitution, began to menstruate at 
eighteen; four months afterwards the cata- 
menia disappeared almost completely, with- 
out any known cause. The mamma, which 
hitherto bad-been small, became painful, and 
grew so large that, at the end of one year, 
the left breast measured fifteen inches from 
the base to the nipple, twenty-seven in cir- 
cumference in the centre, and twenty-two 
around the root. The size was almost the 
same on the right side. Large veins rami- 
fied on the surface, and indurated nodules 
pervaded the substance. In 1844, three 
years after the beginning of the affection, 
M. Rovyer saw the patient; at this time 
the abdomen was completely covered by 
these gigantic tumours, which hung down 
as far as the knees; the presumed weight 
of each being about thirty pounds. The pa- 
tient had thereby been confined to bed for 
the last two years. 

Removal being deemed advisable, the left 
breast was removed, with every precaution 
as to the loss of blood; the patient, never- 
theless, had hemorthage to the extent of 
forty ounces. Twenty-six days after this 
operation, the right breast, which had in the 
meanwhile considerably diminished, was 
likewise amputated. The left mamme 
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weighed thirty pounds and a half, the right 

.twenty and a half; and both were composed 
of fat and degenerated portions of the gland. 
The total weight of the patient had been 
lessened by one-third. M. Robert, who 
reported on the case, stated that he con- 
sidered the affection as non-malignant ; and 
that the fact of the remaining breast dimi- 
nishing in size after the removal of the first, 
would in a similar case make him wait for 
afew months between the two operations, 
with the hope that the unremoved breast 
might become atrophied. 

Ovarian Hernia.—At one of the late 
meetings of the Surgical Society of Paris, 
M. Guersant, chief surgeon to the Hospi- 
tal for Children, brought forward with a 
praiseworthy and manly love of truth, 
acase in which an error in diagnosis was 
committed, and which ended fatally. 
The patient was a little girl, eleven 
years of age, who, ever since she was one 
year old, had had in the left labium, a small 
painless tumour. Of late, however, this 
tumour had become troublesome, and inter- 
fered with walking. When examived, it 
was found of the size of a small walnut. 
situated in the thickness of the labium, and 
extremely movable, so much so, that it 
could be pushed downwards to. the most 
posterior portion of the labium, and upwards 
as far as the external ring. It was, how- 
ever, impossible to press the tumour into the 
ring, which latter presented no abnormal 
dilatation. The tumour had a great deal of 
analogy with a testicle. M. Guersant looked 
upon it as a cyst, and resolved to remove it. 
A longitudinal incision brought into view a 
membrane much resembling the tunica va- 
ginalis, and having the aspect of the perito- 
neum.. Through this membrane, an ovoid 
body was observed, which was no other 
than the ovary ; it was attached to a pedicle 
formed by the Fallopian tube, which ran 
into the abdomen through the inguinal canal. 
M. Guersant placed a ligature on the pedi- 
cle, and cut out the ovary. Acute perito- 
nitis occurred the very next day, and the 
patient died on the third day after the opera- 
tion. M. Morel mentioned during the dis- 
cussion that he had had an opportunity of 
seeing a tumour of the same kind in the la- 
bium, and formed by the ovary ; no modifi- 
cation of size or sensibility was noticed to 
occur at the menstrual period. M. Lenoir 
stated that Pott has related a case in which 
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the two ovaries were removed by an error 
in circumstances analogous to those of M. 
Guersant’s patient. 

New view of the supply of Blood to the 
Muscular Fibres of the Heart.—Dr. Spur- 
cin, in the Harveian oration, delivered by 
him this year, propounded a new view of 
the supply of blood to the muscular fibre of 
the heart. He argued that that supply could 
not be derived from the coronary arteries, 
as is universally taught; but that it flowed 
through certain foramina in the cavities of 
the heart itself, to which all the coronary 
vessels stood in the relation of veins. In 
confirmation of this view, he pointed out a 
peculiarity in the structure of the coronary 
arteries, and referred to medical history, 
which afforded an instance of a total oblite- 
ration of the passage through those arteries, 
without causing a cessation of life.—JIbid. 

Varicose Dilatation of the Vessels of the 
Prepuce.—M. Brau (Revue Medico-Chi- 
rurgicale, Janv.) describes a condition of the 
prepuce which has not been noticed by pre- 
vious writers, and which depends on a vari- 
cose dilatation of the lymphatics of the part. 
This lesion appears as a transparent cord, 
resistant and hard to the finger. The fluid 
which it contains is perfectly limpid The 
disease generally appears suddenly after 
friction of the prepuce during cvition, and 
after a time it is produced by simple erec- 
tion. At first it speedily subsides after the 
exciting cause is removed, but eventually it, 
becomes permanent, and in some cases be- 
comes as large as a crow quill. The treat- 
ment, when recent, is confined to simple - 
measures, such as demulcent or astringent 
lotions. In the chronic state it may be cured 
by causing obliteration of the duct, by means 
of a thread passed through it.—Prov. Med. 
and Surg. Journ., June 25th, 1851. 


Treatment of Scrofula.—Many years ago 
Dr. Neerier directed attention to the treat- 
ment of scrofula by various preparations from 
the leaves, &c. of the walnut tree. This 
mode of treatment has been adopted with 
much success in France, and in a late num- 
ber of the Archives de Médecine, Dr. Ne- 
grier has collected together a variety of in- 
formation on this subject, derived from the 
experience of German physicians. The 
more remarkable experiments were those 
performed at the Children’s Hospital at 
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117 children 


Bonn, by Professor Nasse. 
affected with scrofula were submitted to the 
treatment; of these, 67 laboured under acute, 


and 50 under chronic scrofula. 40 patients 
were completely cured; 62 very considera- 
bly improved in every respect. It is worthy 
of notice, that nearly all the children cured 
by M. Nasse had been previously treated 
with cod-liver oil, without success. On the 
other hand, 15 patients, on whom the pre- 
parations of walnut leaves had produced no 
effect, were submitted to a course of cod- 
liver oil ; only two received any benefit. 

The above particulars are only calculated 
to afford a general and imperfect idea of the 
value of nut-leaves as an anti-scrofulous re- 
medy ; and it is much to be regretted that 
the authors who have written on this subject 
have not endeavoured to ascertain its modus 
operandi, or the particular cases to which it 
is chiefly applicable. 

As far as we know at present, the remedy 
seems to act as a general tonic, exciting the 
appetite, and improving digestion.—Med. 
Times, May 24th, 1851. 

Scarlatina.—Dr. Voz has recorded his 
experience of a severe epidemic of scarla- 
tina in Carlsrhue, from which he draws the 
following deductions :— 

1. The extent and redness of the eruption 
are not in direct ratio to the severity of the 
disease. 

2. The proximate cause of the exanthem 
is a stasis in the cutaneous capillaries. 

3. The exfoliating scales of epidermis do 
not transmit the contagious principle of the 
disease. 

4. The mucous membranes undergo the 
scarlatinous eruption equally with the skin. 

5. The lesions of the throat are of three 
varieties—catarrhal, inflammatory, and gan- 
grenous. 

6. The inflammation of the parotid which 
accompanies scarlatina, seldom terminates 
in suppuration; that which follows the sub- 
sidence of the exanthem, often suppurates. 

7. In the consecutive anasarca the altera- 
tions in the kidney are secondary, and de- 
pend on the change in the composition of 
the blood. 

8 Death may occur in scarlatina from the 
following causes: congestive apoplexy, suf- 
focation, pyemia, and anemia. 


Statistics of the Population of Naples.— 
The total number of inhabitants amounted 
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on the 1st of January, 1851, to 416,475 souls 
—viz., 203,483 males, and 212,992 ‘>males. 
There were 14,991 births in 1850—viz., 
7,606 males, and 7,385 females; among 
whom were 1,977 foundlings—viz., 938 
males, and 1,039 females, besides 124 ille- 
gitin#ate children, consisting of 70 males, and 
54 females. The proportion of the births to 
the entire population is as 1 to 27. There 
were 240 births of twins—viz., 92 of males, 
80 of females, and 68 of different sexes. 
The number of deaths amounted to 15,015 
viz., 8,133 males, and 6,882 females. There 
were 17 suicides, and 12 persons drowned. 
The number of marriages was 3051.—Med. 
Gaz., June, 1851. 


Kousso in Tape-worm.—Mr. Ww. Ros- 
ERTSON related, to the Newcastle and Gates- 
head Pathological Society, a case of tape- 
worm, expelled by kousso, from a middle- 
aged woman, who wastreated by Dr. White, 
at the Gateshead Dispensary. She had 
passed portions of worm for four years, and 
had the usual unpleasant symptoms.’ Tur- 
pentine and other anthelmintics only brought 
a few living portions away. Tonics had 
likewise proved ineffectual. Three months 
after coming under treatment, 388 of kousso 
was administered at 12 A.M.: it acted co- 
piously on the bowels at 4 P.M. without 
any griping. The worm, which was up- 
wards of twenty-seven feet long, passed 
with the motion. She was menstruating at 
the time she took the kousso, but that secre- 
tion was not affected in the least. Her dys- 
peptic symptoms disappeared at once; and 
during the four months that have since 
elapsed she has had no return of the symp- 
tome. 

Mr. Wm. Preston also exhibited a perfect 
tape- worm, expelled from a very stout man 
in four hours after the usual dose of kousso 
had been taken. He had passed portions of 
worm for many years, and had had numer- 
ous remedies administered without much 
effect. The kousso acted once freely with- 
out the aid of any other purgative, and pro- 
duced no unpleasant symptoms.—Ibid. 


Compression of the Aorta in Uterine He- - 
morrhage.—The French obstetricians put 
great faith in the compression of the aorta 
in uterine hemorrhage. M. Viat advises, 
however, not only to compress the aorta 
whilst the blood is being lost, but to con- 























tinue the pressure for several hours, even 
when the hemorrhage has ceased, with the 
view of preventing syncope ; the latter being 
often mortal, and almost always following 
abundant uterine hemorrhage. M. Vial 
thus endeavours to keep the blood in the 
upper part of the trunk, and to forestall its 
reaching the parts beneath, as well as the 
lower extremities. If this pressure can be 
borne for the time mentioned, it should cer- 
tainly be tried in desperate cases. 

M. Chailly, candidate for a seat in the 
Academy of Medicine of Paris, in the ob- 
stetric section, lately read a memoir on the 
above-mentioned hemostatic measure. The 
author mentions eighteen cases of hemor- 
rhage after delivery: in these, pressure on 
the aorta arrested the blood seventeen times, 
for a period of a varying duration, which, 
however, allowed in each case other means, 
as ergot of rye, ice, &c. to be used, and to 
act beneficially. The pressure failed in an 
anemic patient, though she lost but very 
little blood after the application of pressure. 


Successful Caesarian Operation. —M. 
Boncnacovrt, chief surgeon of the Mater- 
nity of Lyons, has just published, in the 
Bulletin de Thérapeutique, the case of a de- 
formed woman, thirty-two years of age, 
upon whom he performed the Ceesarian sec- 
tion with complete success. The patient's 
sacro-pubic diameter was only two inches 
and two lines; embryotomy had been per- 
formed in a former confinement, four years 
previously, and in October, 1850, she again 
presented herself on the point of parturition. 
In about seventeen hours from the beginning 
of labour the cord and one arm were ex- 
pulsed by very powerful contractions, but 
the head could evidently not pass. M. 
Bonchacourt, finding that the heart of the 
foetus and the cord pulsated strongly, re- 
solved, after consulting with his colleagues, 
to perform the Cesarian operation. Chlo- 
roform was used, the child extracted alive, 
and the operation, with the dressing, did 
not last more than twenty-fives minutes. 
The child died five days afterwards from 
ordinary causes, and the mother left the hos- 
- pital twenty-four days after the operation, 
the wound beingscompletely cicatrized, and 
all the functions performed in the most satis- 
factory manner. The patient was seen in 
April, 1851, tive months and a half after the 
Ceesarian section, and found quite well ; the 
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only remains of the operation being a slight 
and easily reducible hernia, a little distance 
below the umbilicus.—Jbid. 


Feigned Insanity.—The Gazette Médi- 
cale Lombarde reports the case of a young 
herdsman, seventeen years of age, who, 
having violated a child seven years old, killed 
her on the spot by a blow on the head. 
When arrested, he stated that he had been 
urged to the commission of the deed by the 
devil. On the day following hia imprison- 
ment, this youth, who was remarkable for 
his gaiety and intelligence, was found in a 
state of almost complete imbecility, unable 
to make a single step without trembling and 
crouching down, his head bent forward and 
inclined to one side, his speech incoherent 
and stammering, not giving any collected 
answers to the questions put tohim. He 
did not seem at all conscious of the fate 
that awaited him. Two physicians, MM. 
Windler and Zinck, declared the insanity 
feigned, upon the ground that they had 
never known such a form of the malady 
occurring suddenly at his age. The pri- 
soner was subjected to the closest surveil- 
lance, but he was in everything consistent 
with his disease. Recourse was had to 
stratagem ; his couch was set on fire, water 
was unexpectedly poured upon him through 
the windows of his cell; but he remained 
impassive beyond faint inarticulate cries. 

The physicians nevertheless persisted in 
their opinion. When put upon his trial, the 
prisoner answered no questions, seeming to 
doze, and preserved throughout the same 
impassibleness. The jury found him guilty 
of the crime, but admitted his insanity in ex- 
tenuation! He was condemned for three 
years to the House of Detention. Returned 
to his cell, the prisoner, finding that he had 
escaped capital punishment, declared that 
he had been perfectly sane since his arrest, 
and that he had simulated idiotcy at the sug- 
gestion of a fellow- prisoner. 

There are few instances on record of 
feigned madness carried so far, or persisted 
in for so long a time, under the circum- 
stances.—Lond. Med. Gaz., July 11th, 1851. 


Obituary Record.—Died at Bonn, on the 
18th of April, 1851, Ch. Fr. Nesse, Pro- 
fessor in the University of Bonn, in the 
seventy-third year of his age. 





